SFDN annual report
May 2014 – May 2015
The following report contains a short summary of the 11th year of activity of the SFDN.

1. Membership
At present, SFDN comprises 22 institutional members. In all, the network now comprises
72 people including 2 associate members. Both institutions and individual members have
doubled since 2007. Full details of institutional and individual membership are available online:
http://www.sfdn.ch

2. The board
Four people comprise the board:
Benno Volk (ETH Zurich)
Michel Comte (University of Lucerne)
Ariane Dumont (University of Applied Sciences of Western Switzerland)
René Schegg (University of Basel)

President
Vice-President
Secretary General
Treasurer

For the next General Assembly no one is resigning.
At the GA we will vote for the position of SFDN treasurer substitute.

3. Activities and events
SFDN GA 2014

SFDN board meetings
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The 2014 General Assembly was organised on the same basis
as the previous assembly combining official and social
activities. It was held on May 9th, 2014 at University of
Fribourg. The event started with a presentation of the current
research projects of the Centre de Didactique Universitaire,
DIDAC. A workshop on using the analytical toolkit presented
and in solving case studies followed by the official part related
to SFDN.
Next to email-correspondence and phone calls the board met
five times in different universities during this period.
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SFDN workshops
2014 -15

1) A first workshop with Eric Mazur from Harvard University on
‘Flat spaces, deep learning’ gathered 15 members. November
28th, 2014 at ETH.
2) A second workshop on the flipped classroom took place at
the EPFL MOOC factory on March 6th, 2015 gathering 12
members.
3) A third workshop on Academic writing with Helen Sword,
University of Auckland is intended be on May 13th, 2015 at
University of Berne. Title of the Workshop: “What evidencebased strategies can academic developers use to inspire
faculty to write more confidently, prolifically, and with great
pleasure?”

According to the SFDN mission and values, several activities have been initiated by the
board or organised by its members. The main activities have been focusing on promoting
best practice exchanges in educational development in the Swiss landscape of Higher
education.
The board has been continuously working on organizing workshops, visits and presenting the
SFDN at an international level, scanning the field of educational development around the globe,
thus deciding to focus on student engagement as the main theme of 2015 GA presentations.

4. SFDN SIGs – Special Interest Groups
SIG CE (Curriculum Development)
Currently, SIG meetings are twice a year to share experiences and have inspiring discussions.
On August 18th, 2014 the participants presented their field of action concerning curriculum
development, shared tools and resources, and defined long-term objectives, e.g. development of
an analysis tool, collecting scientific papers and literature etc. On March 23rd, 2015 there had
been a discussion about different concepts for curriculum development, and best practice
examples as well as lessons learned have been collected.
All minutes of the meetings can be found on the SFDN Website: http://www.sfdn.ch/sig/sigcurriculum-development/ The next meeting will be in June 9th, 2015 at 9am University of Berne
(Schanzeneckstr. 1). The main topic of this meeting will be the development of a toolbox for
curriculum development (You can register by sending an email to: Lydia Rufer,
lydia.rufer@zuw.unibe.ch).

SIG UTE (University Teacher Education)
The SIG University Teaching Education (http://www.sfdn.ch/sig/sig-university-teachingeducation/) has mainly two objectives: One is to provide a platform among peers to discuss
strategies, problems or proposals concerning teaching and learning in higher education. The
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other objective is to meet regularly for common activities such as site visits, conference
participation and presentations. The SIG members met several times, also online via Adobe
Connect by using the SWITCH toolbox: https://www.switch.ch/services/toolbox/
If you want to join SIG UTE please send an email to: Vania Valeska Guerra Correa,
guer@zhaw.ch

6. Website
The SFDN website (http://www.sfdn.ch) was completely revised. The website mainly contains
information on membership and coming up activities. Members are invited to register and to use
the new website intranet to share information.

7. ICED
Several SFDN members have attended the ICED Conference held in Stockholm in June 2014.
A SFDN side meeting has been organized as a farewell dinner for Ingrid le Duc and Thomas
Tribelhorn on June 15th, 2014.
Michel Comte represented SFDN at the ICED council meeting, which took place prior to the
Conference. The council officially pronounced ETHZ as the hosting University of ICED
Conference in 2020 through its SFDN President Benno Volk. SFDN will be part of the
organization of the Conference. A roadmap will have to be delivered to ICED Council in 2017.

Farewell party for Thomas and Ingrid at the ICED Conference in Stockholm.

8. Communication
Information regarding positions in the field of faculty or educational development and
announcements for conferences were sent around using SFDN website and the e-mail list.

9. Next steps
The SFDN tends to play an important role on the international field of higher education, mainly
with the organization if the 2020 ICED Conference in Zurich. SFDN members will be invited to
be an extensive part of the conference, through research, presentations and event organization.
Members will be invited to join working groups at the next GA in May 2016, which will take place
in the beautiful town of Lucerne.
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