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Annual Report (2018-2019) 

Summary 

The purpose of this report is to communicate the ongoing activities of the organization from May 

2018 to April 2019.  As the SFDN continues to prepare for ICED 2020, the main activities of the 

year were focused on research-based events, workshops sharing practice, and site visits 

showcasing our member institutions.  The Board continues to work on a schedule of ongoing 

activities for the members and growing the digital presence of our organization.   

 

1. Board Members 

The SFDN Board is composed of the following members: 

 President – Ariane Dumont, Western University of Applied Sciences, Yverdon 

 Vice President – Bernhard Lange, University of Lucerne 

 Treasurer – Roland Tormey, EPFL  

 General Secretary – Rachel Plews, HEP Vaud 

The SFDN board met regularly at least once a month, virtually and face-to-face, to discuss the 

upcoming activities and ongoing issues.   

Sarah Shepard acts as the auditor to assist the SFDN Board with the financial activities. 

Karin Brown (ETH Zurich) worked closely with the Board during the year to update our website 

– www.sfdn.ch. 

 

2. Membership 

For the 2018-2019 year, SFDN has 19 institutional members and 37 individual members for a 

total of 56 paid members.   

 

 

http://www.sfdn.ch/


S F D N  A n n u a l  R e p o r t  2 0 1 8 - 2 0 1 9  

2 | P a g e  
 

3. Calendar of Activities 

The Board published a calendar of activities for the 2018-2019 academic year in July 2018.   

The following table presents the summary of the activities for the year. 

Activity Date/Location Comments 

Webinar – Engage at a 

Distance, facilitated by 

Rachel Plews 

September 13, 2018 –  

Online using Adobe 

Connect 

4 participants; one-hour session which 

explored some of the collaborative 

functions of Adobe Connect. 

University of Bern site 

visit – organized by 

Thomas Tribelhorn 

October 16, 2018 

University of Bern 

12 participants 

SFDN 2019 Mini-

Conference 

February 22, 2019 

ETH Zurich 

61 participants   

Glion Site Visit  April 12, 2019 

GIHE, Montreux 

Cancelled due to low participation 

Webinar – Perusall 

(Collaborative Online 

Tool), facilitated by 

Ariane Dumont 

May 6, 2019 – Online 

using Adobe Connect 

 

General Assembly May 10, 2019 

Haute école gestion 

Fribourg 

 

 

4. Website 

After the 2018 General Assembly, a member survey was sent out regarding the website.  16 

members completed the online survey.  Karin Brown volunteered to analyze the feedback that 

was received and from this, she formulated a set of recommendations that were presented to the 

Board.  An email was sent out to members on October 13, 2018, highlighting the major changes 

that would take effect as of December 1, 2018. 

From May 2018 to mid-April 2019, there were over 60 posts featuring information on SFDN 

events, information on other events that would be of interest to our members, job postings, and 

other general exchanges.  Members are encouraged to continue sharing information through the 

website. 

 

5. SFDN Mini-Conference 

The 2019 SFDN Mini-Conference was held at ETH Zurich on Friday, February 22, 2019.  The 

theme of the conference was How research on learning contributes to university teaching 

practice.  There were 61 participants.  A total of 26 papers presented, 4 workshops, and a poster 

session.  After a welcome by Rector Sarah Springman, Professor Dr. Manu Kapur, Chair of 

Learning Sciences and Higher Education, led an engaging keynote on disciplinarity.  The 

https://pas.typeform.com/to/rk664J
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morning continued with three parallel paper sessions.  The afternoon consisted of four parallel 

workshop sessions, three parallel paper sessions, and concluding remarks from Dr. Gerd 

Kortemeyer, Head of Educational Development and Technology (LET) at ETH Zurich.   

 

 
 

6. ICED 2020 Zurich Preparations 

The SFDN Board is actively working with the ETHZ team on the preparations for this 

conference.  Nobel Prize winner, Dr. Carl Weiman from Stanford University, will be announced 

as the keynote speaker when the call for proposals is issued. Key dates for the Call for Proposals 

have been identified as the following: 

 June 1, 2019 – Call for proposals issued 

 August 15, 2019 – 1st Deadline for proposal submission (anticipated response late 

September 2019) 

 September 1, 2019 – 2nd Call for proposals issued 

 October 15, 2019 – Deadline for proposal submission (anticipated response late 

November 2019) 

Members are encouraged to visit the official conference website – www.iced2020.ch for ongoing 

updates on all conference activities. 

 

http://www.iced2020.ch/
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7. Special Interest Groups 

University Teaching Development 

The current active members of the SIG are Ingrid Le Duc (EPFL), Franziska Zellweger (PH ZH), 

Mònica Feixas (PH ZH), Pia Scherrer (ETH), Franziska Jaepel (UZH), and Vania Guerra. The 

group has met several times online, through skype, and have maintained an ongoing 

communication through email. We have used certain academic events such as the Lehrpreis 

Event (UZH) or the SFDN Annual Conference (ETH) to meet and advance our work.  The group 

is currently working on a study to be presented at ICED 2020. The study aims for a comparative 

exploration of factors conditioning the adoption and implementation or transfer of transformative 

teaching ideas from a group of selected engaged academics. With a qualitative methodology, 

between 25-30 case studies of teachers from different Swiss HEI will be examined at the end of 

the academic development programme and some months later. 

ICED 2020 

The first meeting of this SIG took place during the SFDN Conference on February 22, 2019 with 

14 members present.  Benno Volk explained the role of the SIG and provided a general update on 

the conference planning activities to date. Karin Brown (ETH) and Rachel Plews (HEP) will co-

coordinate the activities of the SIG as of March 22, 2019.  A call for participation has been issued 

to assist with the following key activities: review of abstracts, chairing of sessions, general 

promotion, and social events.   

8. Site Visits 

The first site visit of the year took place at the University of Bern on October 16, 2018.  12 

members participated in the day which included a tour of the new medical education facilities, 

lunch, and an afternoon workshop organized by the educational development team.  

 

The second site visit was planned for April 12, 2019 at Glion Institute of Higher Education.  This 

event was cancelled due to low registration numbers. 
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9. Next Steps 

This upcoming year will be focused on the activities surrounding ICED 2020.  All members are 

encouraged to dedicate some time to the review of abstracts for ICED 2020, and to help us recruit 

additional support from non-members.  Please contact Karin Brown or Rachel Plews, or indicate 

your interest via the website. 

The next ICED Council will take place June 17-20, 2019 in Reykjavík, Iceland to promote the 

2020 Conference.  Ariane Dumont and Benno Volk will attend. 

 

 

 

 


