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Swiss Faculty Development Network

http://www.sfdn.ch

Mission / Aim / Focus

Our main objective is to provide a supportive environment for
individuals working in higher educational development in Switzerland
to network, exchange knowledge of our discipline, and share practice.
The mission breakdown is available in the SFDN Statutes.

Brief History

Founded in 2000, SFDN is a professional association of faculty
developers interested in building up the teaching and learning capacity
in higher education institutions in Switzerland.

Annual conferences have been replaced by a biennial event following
the hosting of ICED2020 to alternate with ICED conferences.

Membership types

The network comprises the public and private institutions of higher
education of Switzerland (universities, institutes of technology,
universities of applied sciences and arts, universities of teacher
education).

All individuals employed in member institutions with an interest in
faculty development are automatically members of SFDN. This
includes, but is not limited to, educational developers, instructional
designers, faculty with a specific interest in development, and
librarians.

Membership types/fees:

e 300CHF for institutions with more than 5000 students

e 150CHF for institutions with fewer than 5000 students

e  30CHF for self-employed individuals

e  OCHF for doctoral candidates, unemployed individuals, individuals
outside Switzerland.

Number of Members:

e 11 Institutions
e 31 Individuals

Member benefits:

e A monthly newsletter by email.



http://www.sfdn.ch/
http://www.sfdn.ch/wp-content/uploads/Statutes-SFDN-2011.pdf

e Regular postings of interest with email notifications (Calls for
papers; Job postings; SIG postings; etc.).
e Participation in webinars, site visits, themed conferences.

Legal Structure

Voluntary association operating on statutes decided upon by a majority
of individual members.

See the SFDN Statutes
The statutes respond to article 60 of the Swiss Civil Code

The Association does not pursue any political, religious or commercial
aims.

Governance /
Operating Structure

The Board is composed of at least the following members:

e President
e Vice-president
e Secretary
e Treasurer

o The members of the Board are elected by the General Assembly
(GA) at the annual meeting for a period of one year. The positions
are renewable.

o Proposals for membership of the Board are to be submitted in
writing to the Board at least a month before the annual GA.

o Proposals for the Board are communicated at the same time as the
agenda is distributed.

o The members elected to the board are free to self-constitute their
positions.

o The Board looks after all the tasks that are not attributed to the GA
in the present statutes.

o The treasurer is responsible for keeping the books. He/she must
submit them once a year to the GA.
Board members are authorised to disburse funds.
Working groups may be convened for specific projects.
Special Interest Groups (SIGs) report to the GA.

Funding Sources

The resources of the Association come from the membership fees,
donations and bequests.

The annual membership fees are decided at the annual GA.

Activities

e Biennial themed conference for members.

e |n-person workshops and online webinars for faculty developers
and/or faculty members for their continued professional
development.

e Enhancing professional expertise in the field of faculty
development.



http://www.sfdn.ch/wp-content/uploads/Statutes-SFDN-2011.pdf
https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/24/233_245_233/en

e Establishing and maintaining close contacts with national and
international bodies involved in policy decisions and research
covering higher education teaching, learning and assessment.

Publications

e A monthly newsletter for members, sent by email.
e Regular postings in the News for Members webpage.
e Conference proceedings were published for ICED2020.

e Aspecial issue of the peer-reviewed Journal for Higher Education
Development (ZFHE) was published including several contributions
from the 2021 SFDN Conference.

Special initiatives

An in-person event to coincide with the ICED conference so that
members who are not travelling to attend in-person can meet and
share perspectives on the conference. Members presenting online will
be able to present in-person in Switzerland.

Connections with other
networks, agencies, etc

Swiss Universities: https://www.swissuniversities.ch/en/ is the federal

body which oversees all public institutional members.

Contact Details

(name & email)

President: Ruth Puhr, ruth.puhr@Iesroches.edu

ICED representative: Ariane Dumont ariane.dumont@heig-vd.ch (ICED
Treasurer and former SFDN President) & Ruth Puhr,
ruth.puhr@Iesroches.edu (Associate ICED Council Member)

Administrative Office: N/A

Social media

LinkedIn Group: https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8354704/

Other relevant
information

N/A

Date last updated

May 2024
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