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Network 

Name 

URL 

Association for Higher Education Development Universitas 

https://www.universitas.hr/ 

Mission / Aim 

/ Focus 

The aim of the Association is the development of higher education in the 

Republic of Croatia with a special focus on improving its quality. 

The main areas of the Association's work are: 

• improving the work of higher education institutions  

• improving the quality of higher education and training of higher 

education teachers and staff 

• promoting the autonomy, freedom and dignity of scientific and teaching 

activities at higher education institutions 

• promoting development and research activities in the field of higher 

education 

Brief History The Association for the Development of Higher Education Universitas was 

founded on June 1, 2000 in Rijeka and registered with the Ministry of Justice, 

Administration and Local Self-Government in Zagreb for activities in the Republic 

of Croatia. The establishment of the association was initiated by a small group of 

teachers from the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences in Rijeka, but the 

intention from the very beginning was to work on the "integration" of all those 

interested in higher education, regardless of which academic field and faculty 

they belong to. During the last 24 years Universitas has been achieving its goal of 

developing higher education through the following activities: participating in 

discussions on higher education at national and international level; organizing 

publication activities in the field of improving the quality of higher education 

(publishing newsletters and other forms of informing the public about the 

Association's work, publishing materials on the Association's activities, publishing 

journals and books); organizing round-tables, conferences and public discussions; 

evaluating the quality of higher education teaching; promoting and co-organizing 

the continuous improvement of higher education teachers and staff through 

courses, workshops and other programs; promoting the involvement of students 

as active participants in higher education; cooperation with and membership in 

related national and international organizations; participation in the preparation 

of proposals or opinions on proposals for regulations, directives, 

recommendations, standards and other legal acts relating to the Association's 

field of activity; organization and implementation of other activities consistent 

with the basic objectives of the Association. 



Membership 

types  

Membership is individual and participation in the activities of the Association 

both as a member of the Association and as a member of the administrative and 

executive bodies of the Association is voluntary. The association currently has 32 

members and the benefits for all members are that Universitas provides them 

with a platform to actively participate in discussions about the quality of higher 

education, to contribute to public policy discussions, to realise projects that may 

be of interest to them and to achieve public visibility. 

 

Legal 

Structure 

The Association for the Development of Higher Education Universitas is 

registered with the Ministry of Justice, Administration and Local Self-

Government in Zagreb for activities in the Republic of Croatia. The Association 

has a Statute that regulates the entire functioning of the Association.  URL: 

https://registri-npo-mpu.gov.hr/#!udruga-

detalji/4QcBAAABAAEBVW5pdmVyc2l0YfMAAAAAAAAAAAAAAQEBb2niAgGg6QE 

Governance / 

Operating 

Structure* 

Universitas has the following operating structure: 

Assembly (all members of the Association) 

President of the association (elected by the assembly, two years mandate with the 

possibility to be re-elected after the expiration of the mandate) 

Steering committee (5 members elected by the Assembly, two years mandate with 

the possibility to be re-elected after the expiration of the mandate) 

Executive committee (5 members elected by the Assembly, two years mandate 

with the possibility to be re-elected after the expiration of the mandate) 

Funding 

Sources 

Individual membership fees 

Resources from applied projects 

Activities**  

Detail separately 

During 2024 Universitas successfully organized roundtable discussions with the 

aim of informing and educating university educators and the broader audience 

about current trends in higher education, science popularization, inclusivity and 

equity in higher education. Among these, we highlight: 

• When will robots have high emotional intelligence? (April 22 2024, 

Science festival) 

The Association also published two public statements regarding the rector 

election procedures at the University of Rijeka.   

 

We consider our most successful activities, in which the largest number of 

members are engaged, to be various discussions and roundtable events (held 

both online and in person) as they provide opportunities for networking and 

discussion. The purpose of a roundtable is to stimulate open discussion, 

problem-solving and networking on a specific topic or issue. Such a type of 

discussion has proven successful for the university environment and engaging 



university educators.  Universitas will continue to plan and implement similar 

activities in the future. 

Publications / 

 

 

Special 

initiatives 

UNI-travels 

Australia – one of the members of the Association talked about her research on 

use and meaning of Croatian language for different generations of Croatian 

immigrants in Australia and her experiences in the country.  

  

On the road again- West side story – one of our members talked about her 

experiences from the west of the United States of America 

 

UNI- podcast  

Podcast with Marija Brajdić Vuković (Institute for Social Research in Zagreb), 

leader of the project funded by the Croatian Science Foundation on social 

responsibility and professional ethics of Croatian researchers. Marija presented 

the preliminary results of the quantitative phase of the study. 

(https://www.universitas.hr/uni-podcast/).   

Connections 

with other 

networks, 

agencies, etc 

Universitas cooperates, among other, with the University of Rijeka, Foundation of 

the University of Rijeka, Agency for Science and Higher Education, Institute for 

Education Development, 'Golden Ratio' Association, The City of Rijeka and 

Primorje-Gorski Kotar County. 

 

 

Contact 

Details 

(name & 

email) 

President: Bojana Ćulum Ilić - bojana.culum@ffri.uniri.hr 

ICED representative: Bojana Vignjević Korotaj – Bojana.vignjevic@uniri.hr 

Administrative Office:  Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of 

Rijeka, Sveučilišna avenija 4, 51 000 Rijeka - universitas@universitas.hr 

Social media  Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/udrugauniversitas/?locale=hr_HR 

 

 

Other 

relevant 

information 

 

/ 



Date last 

updated 

April 10, 2025 

 
 


